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The word ‘sin’is rarely used in any serious context today. Modern
vocabulary and post-modern ethics have changed its meaning dramatically.

n 1973, psychiatrist Carl Menninger, wrote
a landmark bock ‘Whatever Bec
¥ noting that even the v
to ha ppeared from ¢
ular, possibly because many people don't
even believe in the concept of sin.

mMMmon vernac-

God hates sin
Thu Bible rmk.es clear that God hanﬂ. sin.

than 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God!.
The doctrines of sin, redemption and repen-
tance are out of fashic c {
therapeutic langu

tualisation and se are in. The empha-
sis in the e church is no longer about
what ‘God requires of me; but rather what

‘God can do for me!

odern vocabulary and post-modem eth-

The doctrines of sin, redemption and
repentance are out of fashion. Instead
the cult of “self”is in.

and, one who sows discord among b rr"hn
Prov 6:16-19. ]

The Great Evangelical Awakening was
sparked by Jonathan Edwards'
ners in the Hands of an Angry
of Church history, preachers have spoken
from the pulpits against the s deadly

d. For m

sins of lust, gluttony, g
envy and pride. Today, few people would be
able to even identify the seven deadly sins.

Today it may be more likely that one
might hear a sermon on 'God in the Hands
of Angry Sinners;

=

W are no I-'Jr'u_;;Er adulterers; they are hav
ing an ‘affair!

Perverts are described as preferring ‘an
alternative lifestyle’ What ( calls sin, man
cness. What the Bible de-

w been r-ﬂdphn»d as

now often calls

are more likely to call ‘an alternative

from realising our ‘own |
ectations:

ols f man poj

Thr‘l h1 storic Christian doctrines of original
sin and actual sin which look at our nature,
hat we do,

who we are, and our actions, 1
i i 'f‘r'lT of t| e

The Two World Wars left many negating
the worth of traditional values. The commu-
utions rejected pri

of property. The

nist re e ownership

C-:nmmandn‘.ents. are under relentless and
stematic attack in the ular humanist

media. Much of Hollywood, maost univ
ties and almost all the news media attack our
tor God, exalt idola

idols, musicians and film stars. Blasphemy is

omote |
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“For the time will come when they will not endure sound
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and

promoted as enter-
tainment. Honouring
the Sabbath is overrun
by rampant consumer-
ism., The sanctity of life
is undermined by the
promotion of abor-
tion and euthana
sia. A culture of
death

is celebrated
in many blood-
splattered horror

films. The sanctity of
love and marriage is
undermined at every
turn. There is a relentless
war against truth itself,
and with every one of the
Ten Commandments un-
der such ceaseless attack,
it is no wonder that the
very concept of sin is be-
ing questioned.
Contemporary culture
is celebrating what was
once condemned. Pride
is now lifted up as “self-es-
teem! Envy is the engine of
tabloid culture. Lust is an ad-
vertising strategy.
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Marketing selfishness
Many pastors feel that they are competing
in a ‘buyers market’ and that they cannot
afford to alienate potential parishioners.
At church conferences, pastors are warned
that people do not want to hear that they
should cultivate humility, self-discipline and
virtue, Or that they need to listen to their
conscience and repent of their sins. As a
result, a religious culture is promoted that
defines God in purely selfish terms.
Churches are encouraged to accept
people for exactly who they are, without
making any moral demands on them.
Churches must console, but not judge. The
pleasure of worship has been replaced with
the worship of pleasure. The Apostle Paul
warned that such a time would come: “For

our Holy God, has no higher standards than
we have, and does not call us to repent, to
renew our minds, and to be transformed in
our attitudes and actions.

People who claim that God spoke to
them and told them they dont need to
change, are guilty of having created a false
god, an idol. It is blasphemous to claim that
God has spoken to us when we are plainly
listening either to our own feelings, or to a
world in rebellion to God.

“It's all about me!”

Many churches seem to have become thera-
peutic, pragmatic and utilitarian, even narcis-
sistic. They preach an‘all about me'gospel. In
the early 1980s there was a prominent news
report in the Sunday Times concerning the

Contemporary culture celebrates what was once /-
condemned. Pride, lust, and selfishness are
popular, acceptable traits of movie heroes.

the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves teachers; and they
will turn theirears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.” 2 Tim 4:3-4

Shaping God in our own minds
| recently heard a number of testimonies
where individuals claimed that God spoke to
them and told them: | love you just the way
you are. You don't need to change a thing!”
That is clearly not the God of the Bible.

It is self-deception to assume that the
Creator of the universe, the Eternal Judge,

Miss South Africa of that time. She said that
she was a’born-again Christian'who liked her
church because "they don't teach any doc-
trine” and they did not condemn her for liv-
ing with her boyfriend!

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have
mercy.” Prov 28:13. The Bible emphasises the
depravity of man. We are sinful and person-
ally responsible for our actions and attitudes.
However, modern, antinomian and egalitar-
ian society emphasises the goodness of man.
The entertainmient industry has so popular-
ised and justified lust, pride and greed in at-
tractive heroes and heroines that many have

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they
they will turn their ears away from the truth..” 2Tim 4:3-4

come to accept what they would have previ-
ously condemned.

Compounding the problem, most reli-
gious messages pass over the uncomfort-
able realities of sin and focus on ‘feel good’
themes. As a result, conviction of sin is rare.
Religious leaders who excuse sin, deny its ex-
istence and tickle the ears of their hearers by
telling thern what they want to hear, instead
of what the Bible proclaims, are actually do-
ing their people a grave disservice,

The heart of the Gospel

The holiness of God, the Law of God, the sin-
fulness of man, the sacrifice of Christ and the
need for repentance and faith are central to
the Gospel. A sick man cannot prove that
he has no fever by breaking the thermom-
eter! Similarly, rejecting the Law of God and
ignoring so much of what the Bible says on
the subject of sin will not solve the problem.

A Biblical picture of sin is leprosy which
destroys the nervous system and disfigures
the body. It is ugly and loathsome. The
Bible is clear “The wages of sin is death...”
Romans 6:23. Sin withers the soul, hardens
the heart and darkens the mind.

If sin is not serious, then why did Jesus
Christ have to come to this earth and suffer
such a horrendous death on the Cross of
Calvary? The Doctrine of sin may not be a
popular message, but it is vitally important.
Itis worth noticing that the middle letter of
sin is'l' The middle letter of lie is also I, as is
the middle letter of pride. Selfishness is at
the heart of our problem. We are our own
WOrst enemy.

Missing the mark
The Bible defines sin as missing the mark.

Violating the Law of God. Augustine de-
fined sin as every work, word or wish con-
trary to the Law of God. 5in is not only the
bad things we do, but the good things we
fail to do. “Therefore, to him who knows to

do good and does not do it, to Him it is sin.”

James 4:17.

The environmental destruction caused
by three months of crude oil gushing out
of the depths of the sea shocked and horri-
fied millions worldwide. This is a picture of
the disruption, degradation, and destruc-
tion caused by sin gushing out from the
hearts of rebellious men and women. The
reality of sin should cause us to turn to God
and kneel at the Cross of Calvary. We dare
not live in denial and tolerate sin.

Over a century ago General William

Jesus came to earth the first time as the Lamb of
God to save us from our sins. He will come again

as the Lion of Judah to judge.

Booth, of the Salvation Army, warned that a
time may come when churches will preach
a Saviour without a Cross, salvation with-
out repentance, Heaven without hell and
Christianity without holiness. Clearly we
see that time has come.

Judgement awaits us all
God will judge each one of us. An eternal hell
awaits the unrepentant. A glorious Heaven is
promised to all who truly repent of their sins,
trust Chirist alone for salvation and follow the
Word of God in obedience.

The heart of the Gospel is a changed life in
Christ. But each one of us must make a choice.

|
You must |

choose to
trust and
obey  Christ.
Our Lord Je-

sus Christ began

His public ministry
with these words: “fe
pent, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand”
Matt 4:17.

The Lamb
and the Lion
The first time Jesus
came to this earth as
a Saviour, the Lamb of .
God who takes away the |

sins of the world. All who tumn in
repentance away from sin and |
trust in Christ, following Him in
obedience are saved. But our Lord
Jesus Christ will come again...this |
time as a Judge: The Lion of the |
Tribe of Judah, the King of kings
and the Lord of lords. Either you
surrender to Christ as your Sav-
iour now, or you will face Him |||
as your Judge, s f
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