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COVER STORY

—by Peter Hammond

Miraculous
birth of Christ

The

F or unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; and the Government shall 
be upon His shoulder. And His Name 

shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His Government and peace, 
there shall be no end...” Isaiah 9:6-7 

A miraculous birth
The Bible is a supernatural Book. Over 2000 
specific prophecies have already been ful-
filled in history. Jesus Christ fulfilled 333 of 
those prophecies during His ministry on 
earth. One of those prophecies was of the 
miraculous birth of Christ in Isaiah 7:14. 

Sacred Scripture records the supernatural 
birth of Christ: The Holy Spirit came upon 
the Virgin Mary and the power of the High-
est overshadowed her (Luke 1:35). 

The Angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph and told him that which was con-
ceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit.  “And 
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she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call 
His Name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins. So all this was done that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet saying: ‘Behold, the 
virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son and 
they shall call His Name Immanuel, which is 
translated, ‘God with us’.” Matt 1:21-23

A miraculous life
A miraculous Book predicted the miracu-
lous birth of the most miraculous Person 
in all of history. Jesus healed the sick, made 
the crippled walk, the deaf  hear, the dumb 
speak and the blind see. He raised the dead. 
There never was anyone who taught as Je-
sus did, who lived a perfect life, and who 

died such a death, taking our sins upon 
Himself. Yet His life did not end with His 
death on the Cross. Three days later He rose 
from the dead. The tomb of Christ is empty, 
Jesus lives today.  

Jesus Christ was not born a prince, or an 
heir to the throne. He is the only One who 
has ever been born a King. The Wise men 

from the East, asked: “Where is the One 
who has been born King? We have come 
to worship Him.” Matt 2:2

The menace of the manger
King Herod felt that his lavish lifestyle 
and comfortable political position was 
threatened by the new born babe. 

Gripped by selfishness and a lust for 
power, Herod sought to murder the 
Messiah by massacring all babies still in 
the manger, in Bethlehem. 

Herod sensed Christ’s power: “For 
unto us a Child is born, to us a Son is giv-
en. And the Government will be upon His 
shoulder...” This was very threatening. 
Herod declared war on the womb, he 
saw menace in the manger.

The message of the Manger
We no longer worship a babe in a cra-
dle (though many secular people like to 
view Jesus this way - especially at Christ-
mas time). He is the Son of God who 
died on the Cross. The day will come 
when He will return to this earth wear-
ing the Crown of the Sovereign Lord of 
the universe. 

We will all stand before His throne 
and give an account of our lives. Unless 
we have turned to God in faith and re-
pented of our sins, we will face eternal 
condemnation.

When the Bible speaks of “the Gov-
ernment”, it is always talking about God’s 
Sovereign Rule. We are unbiblical when 
we attribute sovereign powers to civil 
authorities. As Jesus declared to the Ro-
man governor Pilate; “You would have no 
authority over Me unless it had been given 
you from above.” John 19:11. This is the 
Message of the Manger: Jesus Christ is 
Lord! He is Lord over all aspects of life: 
King of kings and Lord of Lords! 

Magnificent Messiah
Scripture says that Jesus will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
•     Wonderful Counsellor: He is all-know-

ing. He embodies absolute wisdom. 
He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
He hears our prayers and guides His 
people

•   Mighty God: He is all-powerful. He is 
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God Himself. Jesus Christ is the Incarna-
tion of God. He is fully God and fully man

•   Everlasting Father: He is Eternal. As a Fa-
ther He is compas-
sionate; He cares; 
He provides and He 
protects

•   Prince of Peace: 
There is no peace 
without the Prince 
of Peace. Only in 
Christ will we as in-
dividuals, families, 
or nations, find true 
and lasting peace 
with justice.

Victory belongs 
to the Lord
“Of the increase of 
His Government and 
peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and 
over His kingdom, 
establishing and up-
holding it with justice 
and righteousness 
from that time on 
and forever.” 

The ultimate vic-
tory and triumph of 
Christ’s Kingdom is 
inevitable.

Crib, Cross 
and Crown
“In the time of those 
kings, the God of 
Heaven will set up 
a Kingdom that will 
never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people. It will 
crush all those kingdoms and bring them to 
an end, but it will itself endure forever.” Dan 
2:44 

This is the message of Christmas – not 
only of the Crib, but of the Cross. Not only 
the Cross, but also the Crown. As Isaiah 11:9 

declares: “The earth will be full of the knowl-
edge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 
“Every knee will bow, every tongue will con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord” Phil 2:10-11.

•	 Do you rejoice that a Child has been 
born?

•	 Do you recognise that He is Immanuel 
– God with us?
•	 Do you submit to His 
Government?
•	 Do you obey Him as 
Lord of your life?
•	 Is He your Wonderful 
Counsellor?
•	 Is He your Mighty God?
•	  Is He your Everlasting 

Father?
•	  Is He the Prince of Peace 

in your life?
If so, rejoice! His Gov-
ernment will never 
end. His Kingdom will 
endure forever. Of the 
increase of His Govern-
ment and peace there 
will be no end. 

Note from JOY!
Regardless of whether 
you celebrate Christmas 
or not, we would encour-
age all Christians to use 
this time of year to invite 
unsaved friends and fam-
ily to Christmas services 
and the various Christ-
mas outreach events that 
take place. 

Many people are 
more 'open' to the Gos-
pel at Christmas and 
Easter time, and this is a 
wonderful opportunity 
for believers to remind 
others of the "Reason for 
the Season". 
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