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he tidal waves of protests and riots

convulsing capitals throughout the Arab

world herald a seismic shift in world poli-
tics. More than a million demaonstrators on the
streets of a single capital, day after day, calling
for the resignation of authoritarian leaders,
some of whom have been in power for dec-
ades, has created consternation, not only in the
Middle East, but throughout the warld.

The catalyst: protests in Tunisia
Tunisia was the first Arab domino to fall. Tunisia
has often been an anomaly: it was the first Arab
country to abolish slavery in 1848, the first Arab
country to abolish polygamy in 1956.

Now in 2011 it was the first Arab country
to remove a dictator without external help.
Exploding public anger at blatant corrup-

—by Peter Hammond

tion and sharp rises in prices sparked initial
protests in December. In January, the sudden
flight of President Ben Ali to Saudi Arabia, af-
ter 23 years of dictatorial rule, made possible
the return from exile in London of Rachid
Ghannouchi to assume interim control of the
troubled country. However, as the interim
government consists of numerous ministers
from the previous regime, and as the eco-
nomic crises which sparked the discontent in
the first place remain, further instability can
be expected.

Although Tunisia has no history of Is-
lamic fundamentalism, radical groups such
as the Muslim Brotherhood are attempting
to exploit the instability and hijack the popu
lar revolution to turn Tunisia from a mostly
secular state into a radical Islamicist regime. »
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The Battle for Egypt
The relative political stability under Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak for over 29 years has
come to an abrupt end. Mubarak's rule has
been mostly secular. However Islamicist
groups have grown greatly in strength in
the past 20 years despite harsh suppression
from Mubarak's government,

Despite the ban on religious parties
running in the parliamentary elections, the

civilisations in the world and is arguably the
most important Arab country - it has the
largest population of any Arab country, 84
million. lslam is the state religion. There are
however over 10 million Christians, mostly
Coptic Orthodox, making up 12% of the
population of Egypt.

For over 1 000 years Egypt was a major-
ity Christian population, even after the Arab
Muslim conguest in AD 640, Incredibly the

Tunisia’s riots started after an educated jobless

youth committed suicide in December when police
confiscated fruit he was selling without a permit....

radical Muslim Brotherhood gained 20% of
the elected parliament by running as Inde-
pendents. Mubarak's military government
has since limited their number of seats by
imprisoning a number of Muslim Brother-
hood members of parliament.

Egyptis home to one of the most ancient

| 3

Egyptian Church has survived 14 centuries
of Islamic discrimination and persecution,
Violence against Christians in Egypt has es-
calated sharply over the last ten years.

An Islamicist awakening
An Islamicist takeover in Egypt would be a

massive crisis because the country has so
much influence in the peace process with
the state of Israel. Egypt is America’s key
regional ally and was the first Arab state to
make peace with Israel. The vital Suez Canal
is controlled by Egypt. Iran severed diplo-
matic ties with Egypt after the 1979 Revo-
lution because of Cairo's peace treaty with
Israel. The Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has com-
pared the turmail in Cairo to the period be-
fore the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1979.
The uprising in Egypt has been described
by Iranians as “an Islamic Awakening” which
could lead to the establishment of an Islami-
cist Middle East led by Iran, dedicated to the
extermination of the state of Israel,

Persecution of Christians
Along with this tidal wave of popular Islamic
fanaticism on the streets of the Middle East
has come a sharp increase of violent perse-
cution of Christian communities. Many humn-
dreds of Christians have been wounded or
killed in violent attacks on Christian church-
es and neighbourhoods, especially in Irag
and Egypt. Tens of thousands of Christians
are packing up and fleeing the region.
Considering that these Christians come
from communities which have survived
many centuries of Islamic persecution, only
to be uprooted today, shows just how se-
vere this new wave of ruthless persecution
by radical Muslims has become,

An increase of support for radicals
With the crisis escalating throughout the
Arab world, Western governments are fac-
ing a conundrum of their own making. For
many years Western governments and me-
dia have repeated the liberal mantra that the

vast majority of Muslims are moderate and
against terrorism. This is now being shown
to be a self-deceiving fantasy.

Surveys in Egypt have revealed that
59% of Egyptians back Islamicists and 50%
of Egyptians support the radical Hamas ter-
rorist group. 30% of Egyptians support the
even more violent and radical Hezbollah.
20% of Muslim Egyptians express support
for Al Qaeda. 95% of Egyptians want greater
Islamic influence in politics.

The proposed solution by Western lib-
erals to virtually any problem worldwide,
that of ballot box democracy, is plainly not
going to work in the Muslim Middle East.
After the American military succeeded in
toppling Saddam Hussein's dictatorship in
Iraq and making possible the first demo-
cratic elections in that country, the result
was more radical Islamicists in power and
far more severe persecution of Christians
than had ever been experienced in Irag
before.

Diametrically opposed
In 2003 American President George W. Bush
declared: “Are the peoples of the Middle
East somehow beyond the reach of liberty?
Are they alone never to know freedom..?”
The religion of Islam does seem to be dia-
metrically opposed to the Western world's
concept of freedom. Either Islam will die
or freedom will die. The Islamic concept of
freedom bears no resemblance to the West-
ern understanding of freedom. |bn Arabi, a
noted Islamic scholar, defined freedom as:
being “perfect slavery” to Allah. The Mus-
lim definition of freedom is submission and
subjection to Shari'a law.

A 2010 Pew Opinion Survey and Univer-

sity of Maryland/World Opinion.org survey

have found that 84% of Egyptians favour
the death penalty for "apostates” (those
who choose to leave Islam). The fact that
90% favour ‘Freedom of Religion' is not
considered a contradiction in Muslim eyes,
because by freedom of religion they mean
submission to Islam. To Westermners free-
dorm means the exact opposite. Clearly we
are not talking the same language.

is “a force for moderation” and neither vio-
lent nor extremel

An Anti-Western revolution

The leader of Jordan's Muslim Brotherhood,

Hammam Saeed, warned that the revolu-

tion in Egypt would spread across the Mid-

dle East until the Arabs succeed in toppling

all leaders allied with America and Europe.
The balance of power in the Middle

The revolts in the Middle East should act as a bla-

tant wake-up call to Christians around the world to
pray. Anti-Western radicals are poised to attack.

A clear and present danger
The danger of the Radical Muslim Broth-
erhood, one of the most virulent Islamic
terrorist organisations in the world, hijack-
ing the popular revolution in Egypt to turn
that country into an Iranian style Islamicist
state dedicated to the annihilation of the
state of Israel and exporting radical Islam
worldwide, is a clear and present danger.
Egyptian government leaders have pub-
licly declared their astonishment at how
American President Obama is betraying
them into the hands of the radical Muslim
Brotherhood. Though bureaucracy and
corruption abound, Mubarak has been a
staunch US ally and a recipient of billions
of dollars in military aid. His administration
has long been considered the major stabi-
lising force in the volatile Arab world.
Despite its radical statements and
bloody track record, numerous Western
government leaders have gone out of their
way to claim that the Muslim Brotherhood

East could be severely shaken and dramati-
cally re-aligned. With the White House giv-
ing support to the Muslim Brotherhood,
Israel is preparing for the worst. After years
of enduring Iranian-supplied kassam rock-
et attacks from Gaza, lsrael now fears that
their cities and towns could be hit with the
full brunt of the Iranian arsenal.

A clash of civilisations

Since the 1978 Camp David Peace Accord
between lsrael and Egypt, US taxpayers have
provided US% 637 billion dollars in aid to
Egypt alone. The state of lsrael now fears that
Egyptcould become partof the Iranian pactin
the Middle East along with Hamas, Hezbaollah
and other terrorist groups. A Muslim Brother-
hood take over would herald the imposition
of Shari'a law, a drastic increase in persecution
of Christians and open hostility with the state
of Israel. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu wamed the Knesset that the future of
Egypt and that of Egypt's ties with lsrael hang »
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in the balance: “We have two separate worlds
here, two opposites, two worldviews; that
of the free democratic world and that of the
radical world, Which one of therm will prevail
in Egypt in the future? The answer to this
question is crucial to the future of Egypt, of
the region and to our own future in Israel.”

dictatorships and calls for democracy would
sound like a good development. However,
in Arab countries where some measure of
democracy has been introduced, however
tentatively, it is invariably the radical Islami-
cists who come to power.

When Bahrain held elections, the Is-

The Middle East has always been a hot spot, and will

is the epi-centre of Islam. That said, Christ has con-

quered all, and gives us the victory through prayer.

Democratic
experiments

in the Arab world

Te many Westerners who
know little about Islam or
the Middle East, the news
of mass protests against
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lamicist parties won most of the seats. When
elections were held in Gaza, the radical Is-
lamicist terror group, Hamas, received most
of the votes. The Muslim Bratherhood in
Egypt is confident that the majority of Egyp-
tians will vote for them in a future election.

Islamicist caliphate

Those who understand Islam and the Mid-
dle East are warning that democracy will
bring change, but it would be in the form of
the worst nightmare - an Islamicist crescent
spreading from Pakistan in the East to Mo-
rocco in the West, A pan-Arabian Caliphate,
where the word Islamicist would no longer
just be shorthand for terrorist, but describe
official government policy, even in capitals
such as Cairo.

If European and American officials are
worried about developments in the Middle
East, one can only imagine what politicians
and military commanders in the state of |s-
rael are thinking. The Muslim Brotherhood
have expressed their intent to seize power,

They have made it clear that one of their first
actions would be to tear up the 1979 Egyp-
tian-lsrael Peace Treaty. That alone would
hurtle this troubled region into even more
deadly instability.

An urgent call to prayer

The fundamental, and seemingly irrecon-
cilable, differences between most Israe-
lis and Arabs, means that any outbreak
of serious conflict could easily embroil
maost neighbouring countries, including
Lebanon, Syria and Lybia as seen recently.
Many feel that such a war is almost inevita-
ble. Christians need to be praying through
Operation World - The Definitive Prayer
Guide to Every Mation.

We need to be particularly focusing
the prayers of our congregations on Chris-
tians under pressure in the Middle East,
and for increased Christian missionary ef-
forts to reach Muslims for Christ, "Not by
might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the
Lord Almighty” Zech 4:6 »

PETER HAMMOND is avail-
able to speak at conferences
or churches on a wide range
of tapics including the Middle
East Crisis and what it means
far Christianity, Email: infog
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For the full version of this arti-
cle, which includes a synopsis
on the political and religious
status of several other Arab
countries including: Algeria,
Lebranon, Lybia, Morocco, Saudia Arabia, Syria and
Yemen, see wiww,joymag.co.sa.org under NEWS.
To get a copy of the Operation World prayer guide,
call 021 689 7478.
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