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THE BIBLE

A boole of laus

Genesis is a universal book and it covers

many centuries. Exodus, focuses on the de-

liverance of the Israelites from Egypt and it
covers years. Leviticus deals with the tribe
of Levi and it covers just one month.

» In Genesis we see man ruined, in Exo-
dus we see man redeemed. In Leviticus
we see man revering God. Most of Le-
viticus is made up of direct instructions
from the Lord
In Exodus the Tabernacle is built. Leviti-
cus focuses on how to worship God and
how to live out our faith in society
Exodus talks about God's approach
to man. Leviticus deals with man's ap-
proach to God
Exodusis about the deliverance that God
brought to His people. Leviticus is about
the dedication of God's people to Him
Exodus is about God's grace in setting
His people free. Leviticus shows how
His people can show their gratitude to
God for being set free
We are saved in order to serve. Exodus
shows how God saves His people. Le-
viticus explains how His people are to
serve Him
Leviticus makes clear that God expects
His people to be transformed and to be
holy even as He is Holy. His people are
not to be conformed to the pattern of
the world.

32 10Y ! MAGAZINE

, In @ nutshell

Pandecost & jub(m

PENTECOST

Fifty days after the First Fruits they were to hold the Feast of Pente-
cost. This commemorated the day that the Law was given on Sinai.
When the Law was given at Sinai, 3 000 people were put to death
because of their sin. When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the

praying disciples at Pentecost, 3 000 people were saved!

As the Book of Hebrews makes clear, all the festivals of the peo-
ple of Israel, including the Feasts of Trumpets,the Day of Atone-
ment, and the Feast of Tabemacles, are all fulfilled in Jesus Christ,

to be a Jubilee where all debts
were cancelled and all property
reverted to the family who origi-
nally owned it. This was known as
The Acceptable Day of the Lord. It
was good news to the poor because
captives would be set at liberty.
When our Lord Jesus Christ declared in
Mazareth: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, be-

FLovitices

here are over 90 references to Leviti-

cus in the New Testament. The Bible

is a progressive revelation. If you skip
the first half of any good book and try to fin-
ish it; you will battle understanding the char-
acters, the intention, and the ending.

In the same way, the New Testament is
only completely understood when itis seen as
being built upon the foundation of the events,
characters, laws, sacrificial system, covenants,

and promises of the Old Testament.

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).
The only way for a sinner to be reconciled to
a Holy God is through sacrifice. “Without the
shedding of blood there is no rermission of sins.”
Heb 9:22. The five offerings (burnt offering,

Leviticus contains the words of God to His people
as to how a sinful nation can be reconciled to a Holy
God, and how to worship Him acceptably.

—by Peter Hammond

meal offering, peace offering, sin offering
and trespass offering) are pictures of how
sinful people are to be reconciled to a Holy
God. All the sacrifices in the Book of Leviticus
point to Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29),
« The burnt offering speaks of surrender
+ The meal offering: service

« The peace offering: serenity

+ The sin offering: substitute

The trespass offering: satisfaction.

The perfect sacrifice

« The first part of Leviticus describes our way
to God: justification

» The second part describes our walk with

God: sanctification.

Consecrated calendar
The eight feasts are pic-
tures of how God's people
are to worship God accept-
ably. Leviticus makes it
clear that God's people are
not to approach Him just
any way we like. God was
very specific in Exodus as
to how the Tabernacle

was to be built.
Everything

the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world, the
First fruit of the Resurrection.

JUBILEE

Jesus is also our Jubilee,
Every 50 years, there was

had significance. In Leviticus He is even
mare specific as to how His people were
to worship Him. The calendar was to be-
gin with the Passover - The Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, which happened on the
15" day of the first month of the Hebrew
MNew Year (March/April), to remember how
God delivered-the Israelites out of slavery
in Egypt.

On the day before the Passover be-
gan, a lamb had to be killed at the 9" hour
(3pm). Three days later they had to offer
the First Fruits of the harvest to God.

Rules for living

Leviticus distinguishes between the holy
and the commaon, the clean and the unclean.
Most people think in terms of good and bad,

cause He has anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives and the recovery of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord.”

One needs to understand Leviticus to appreciate the full
significance of those momentous words in Luke 4:18-19.

RULES FOR LIVING

1

Leviticus 19 is the most important chapter of
the Book as it spells out what holiness means
in daily life: We are torespect 1',:.\ur parents, ob-

serve the Sa%ibath, honour »

but the Bible distinguished between three
areas: the sinful, the secular and the sacred.
There are two processes explained in
Leviticus. The first is when sacred, Godly
and holy things are profaned and become
commaon. But just as there is a process of
profaning the holy to make it common
and polluting the common to make it
unclean, so there is a process of redeeming
the situation, by cleansing the unclean and
consecrating the common to make it holy.

Holiness in daily living

Leviticus explains the downward process
that profanes, pollutes and ends in death
and the upward process of cleansing the
unclean and consecrating the common to
rmake it holy.
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God alone, respect the poor, respect for-
eigners, respect boundaries and property,
honour our contracts, be considerate for the
handicapped, respect life, conserve nature,
and show integrity in all areas of life. The
health of the body is shown to be important.
Body piercing and tattoos are expressly for-
bidden, as is occultism.

We are to show special consideration for
the poor, the deaf, the blind and the aged.
Acceptable and unacceptable sexual rela-
tions are clearly spelled out and homosex-
uality and incest are expressly forbidden.
Cross breeding of animals is forbidden, as is
sowing mixed seed. God is a God of purity,
and He prohibits mixing that which He has
created for different purposes.

Trust and obey
The dietary laws given in Leviticus can bes
shown to have good hygienic reasons to pro-

Significance of 7 in Scripture
» Every seventh day was a Sabbath to
the Lord
« Every seventh year was a sabbatical
year
« Every seven x seven years was followed
| <
- Pentecost was seven weeks
after the Passover.
» In the seventh month were the
Feasts of Trumpets, Tabemacles
and Atonement.

by a year of Jubilee

Ina nutshell
\ Lovitiows

R E

tect from disease and infection, However, God
does not always give reasons for all His rules.
His people are to trust and obey because of
who God is, our Creator and Eternal Judge.
- With many of the Laws God is saying:
‘Do you trust Me?”
« The sacrifices in Leviticus speak of the
blood that saves
« The feasts speak of the food that sustains.

known the Holy Scriptures, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
and righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” 2 Tim 3:15-17.

When this was written, the New Testa-

Leviticus shows the sinfulness of man, but more
importantly it reveals the Holiness of God and

Blessings and curses

Rewards are promised for those who trust and
obey God. However severe consequences are
wamed for those who distrust and disobey
God. Leviticus 26 spells out the blessings of
obedience and the curses of disobedience.

In Leviticus 10, a shocking example is re-
corded where the Lord sent fire to consume
the two sons of Aaron, Madab and Abihu who
offered unauthorised fire before the Lord,
contrary to His command (Lev 10:1-2). Quite
clearly the Laws of God are a matter of life
and death,

Paul wrote to Timothy:
& “From  childhood you have

points to Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice.

ment did not yet exist. The Scriptures referred
to here are the Old Testament. The Lord Jesus
said: “Search the Scriptures for they bear witness
foMe..." On the road to Emmaus, the Lord Je-
sus opened their understanding that they —
might comprehend the Scriptures:

"AN things must be fulfilled which were writ-
ten in the Law of Moses and the prophets and
Psalms concerning Me...” Luke 24:44-47.

The relevance and importance

of studying the Old Testament
Without the Old Testament, we would not
understand the Hebrew customs that are
menticned in passing in the Mew Testament.
Without the Old Testament we would miss
out on numerous detailed prophecies that
could only have come true if the Bible is
God's Word, not man's. In summary, the
Old Testament is a mirror that allows us to
see purselves in the lives of Old Testament
characters, situations and in its teachings. «
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