
T he Book of Job is one of the 
oldest books of the Bible. It 
is a dramatic poem, one of 

the great masterpieces in literature. 
In both form and content, Job is 
unique. Job lifts the curtain for us 
and grants us a glimpse of some of 

the spiritual warfare dynamics that 
are so often behind our trials here 
on earth.

This ancient Book presents a 
unique insight as to the spiritual 
warfare which surrounds human 
experience. The central character is 

Job, who is described as the greatest and 
richest man in the East, a man who was 
blameless in the sight of God, one who 
feared God and shunned evil. Yet he expe-
rienced great material loss, family tragedy, 
physical affliction, mental turmoil, marital 
dissention and the worst grief imaginable.

Job presents the drama on earth in 
the light of a dialogue in Heaven. The 
angels come before the Lord, and it 
includes the fallen angel, satan. He prowls 
around seeking whom he can devour. God 
challenges satan to consider His servant 
Job, an outstanding man, blameless and 
upright, one who fears God and shuns evil.

Devastating loss
In a single day, all of Job’s earthly posses-
sions were destroyed, or stolen, his beloved 
children, his seven sons and three daugh-
ters were all dead. In great grief Job rose 
up and tore his robe, shaving his head in 
mourning.

He fell to the ground and worshipped 
God declaring: “Naked I came from my moth-
er’s womb and naked shall I return there. The 
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; bless-
ed be the Name of the Lord.” Job 1:21. In all 
this, Job did not sin, nor charge God with 
doing wrong (Job 1:22).

Reversal of fortunes
In a few brief hours Job had passed from 
being one of the richest and most fortunate 
of men to being one of the most tragic. He 
had passed from prosperity to poverty. The 
blessings of God had been removed from 
him. The protections that he had enjoyed 
had been withdrawn. 

Yet Job could declare that he had come 

into the world with nothing and that he 
would leave the world with nothing. The 
Lord has given and the Lord has taken away. 
May the Name of the Lord be praised.

Steadfastness of Job
Chapter two of Job begins with another pres-
entation of the angels before God in Heaven. 
Satan is again confronted with the matchless 
testimony of Job. Satan answered the Lord: 
“Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give 
for his life. But stretch out Your hand now, and 
touch his bone and his flesh and he will surely 
curse You to Your face!’” Job 2:5.

Loss of health
Job was smitten with a loathsome disease, 
boils from the soles of his feet to the crown of 
his head. He sat amongst the ashes. 

Yet after enduring the heaviest blows 
imaginable, the loss of property, family and 
health, Job responded: “Shall we receive good 
at the hand of God and not accept adversity?” 
Job 2:10.

Loss of reputation
Then came the fourth trial, the loss of his 
good reputation. His friends tried to con-
sole him and expressed the traditional views 
about suffering: God does not punish good 
men, only bad ones. If evildoers seem to 
prosper for a while, their sins will catch up 
with them. 

At first Job’s comforters were courte-
ous, exhorting him to be strong and to trust 
in God. They maintained that God does not 
permit the innocent to perish. They warned 
Job not to claim righteousness in the sight of 
God. If Job would humble himself and admit 
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In both form and content, the book of Job is unique. Job lifts the 
curtain for us and grants us a glimpse of some of the spiritual 
warfare dynamics that are so often behind our trials on earth.

Satan declares that Job only serves God 
because of His protection and provision. 
“Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not 
made a hedge around him...on every side?...
But now...touch all that he has and he shall 
surely curse You to Your face!” Job 1:10. 

Satan means “accuser”. God accepted 
this challenge and permitted satan to test 
him. This began the tribulations of Job.

T he challenge

»

Loyalty and Devotion
Job proved his loyalty and devotion to God. He was not only serving God 
for provision, prosperity and protection. He was serving God for His own 
sake, in spite of all of his afflictions. Some have noted that the only thing 
Job did not lose was his wife. Others had pointed out that she actually 
added to his affliction: “Then his wife said to him: ‘Do you still hold fast to 
your integrity? Curse God and die!’” Job 2:9. 

Some wives and husbands are more of a curse than a blessing to their 
partners. Job’s wife was no threat to satan’s cause and no asset to God’s 
Kingdom.
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his sins, then it would go well with him. 

Job’s comforters
Yet as Job continued to maintain his inno-
cence, his three friends, became heated in 
their arguments accusing Job of unworthi-
ness. Where there is great suffering, there 
must be great iniquity. Job must be a hypo-
crite, in his former pretensions of piety and 

his present assertions of innocence. 
He must have taken a pledge from his 

brothers for nothing. He must have stripped 
the naked, refused water to the weary, 
withdrawn bread from the hungry, sent 
widows away empty, broken the arms of the 
fatherless. 

It must be because he is a great sinner 
that all these judgements had fallen upon 

him. In indignation, Job denied these 
charges. He declared that: if he had been 
guilty of any of them, if he had walked in 
pride, if he had caused the eyes of the widow 
to fail, if he had selfishlessly eaten his food 
alone, if he had seen any perish for lack of 
clothing, or made gold his hope, then he 
could understand why he had suffered. He 
longed for vindication.

Justification by faith
Bildad asks the great question: “How then can 
a man be righteousness before God?” Job 25:4. 
Job stands as an ancient example of one who 
lived by faith. In the face of unrelenting disas-
ter, and surrounded by what he called, “miser-
able comforters”, “physicians of no value”, Job 
declared: “For I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that He shall stand at the latter-day upon 

the earth...Yet in my flesh shall I see God.” 
Job longed for justice. He despaired of the 

presumption of guilt from his friends. At one 
point Job called on God to reply to him.

Job answers God
“Then Job answered the Lord and said: ‘I know 
that You can do everything. And that no purpose 
of Yours can be withheld from You...I have 
uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me which I did not know...I have 
heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eyes see You. Therefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes’.” Job 42:1-6.

God rebukes Job’s friends
The Lord rebuked the counsellors of Job: “My 
wrath is aroused against you...for you have not 
spoken of Me what is right, as my servant Job 
has.” Job 42:7. 

If we know so little of the ways of God in 
nature, and if His ways in creation are often be-
yond our understanding, we should not be sur-
prised that there are mysteries of providence 
that we cannot understand. Job’s friends are 

rebuked for having assumed that his sufferings were the result of his 
own personal sin. Job’s faith and trust is vindicated. 

As Job had said: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” Job had 
in faith declared: “When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” He 
did. “All things work together for good to those who love God and are 
called according to His purpose.” Rom 8:28. God knows our sufferings. 
God limits our trials. We may not always understand God’s Will, but 
we can trust Him. God will ultimately reward faithfulness and punish 
wickedness.

“The fear of the Lord - that is wisdom and to shun evil is understand-
ing!” Job 28:28. The Book of Job concludes with the vindication of Job: 
“Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning...” 
Job 42:12-16

Interesting scientific insights in the book of Job
1. Earth floats free in space. “He hangs the earth on nothing.” Job 26:7.
2. Oceans contain springs (Job 38:16).
3. Light can be divided (Job 38:24). Only four centuries ago, Sir Isaac 

Newton discovered that white light can be parted into seven 
colours - What the Bible revealed almost 4 000 years ago!

4. The Hydrological cycle (Job 36:27-28). God “draws up drops of 
water which distil as rain from the mist, which the clouds drop 
down” and pour abundantly on man (Evaporation, atmospheric 
transportation, distillation and precipitation).

5. The universe is expanding (Job 9:8).
6. Light travels in a path (Job 38:19).
7. Air has weight (Job 28:25).
8. Light can be sent and manifest in speech (Job 38:35).
9. Life is more than matter and energy (Job 12:7-10).
10. Dinosaurs are described in Job 40:15-24.  

In the face of unrelenting disaster, Job declared: “For I know 
that my Redeemer lives and that He shall stand at the 
latter-day upon the earth...Yet in my flesh shall I see God.” 

The Book of Job is a tremendous comfort to 
those who suffer. God described Job as blame-
less, a God-fearing man who shunned evil. 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said ‘Who is this that 
darkens counsel by words without knowledge?...Where were you when I laid 
the foundations of the earth?...Who determined its measurements?...Have 

you commanded the morning...? Have you entered the springs of the sea... 
Have the gates of death been revealed to you..? Have you 

comprehended the breadth of the earth?...By what way is 
light diffused?…Can you send out lightening...? Who 

has put wisdom in the mind? Or who has given 
understanding to the heart? ...Does the hawk fly 

by your wisdom...? Does the eagle mount up 
at your command?” (Job 38 and 39)
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service and high quality 
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We take the  distance out 
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• Quick response
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“I have really been so blessed by 
my learning experience with SATS, 
and always recommend SATS to 
those in my sphere of infl uence.”

Mark Nigro
Student – Treviso, Italy


