
Shortly after my conversion I was shocked 
to find a theological graduate who was 
too proud to speak to a youth group, 

or join in evangelistic outreaches. I had been 
quite excited when I heard that this gradu-
ate was returning from Theological College; 
he had been studying the Word of God for 
five years and  I immediately invited him to 
speak to our youth group, but he looked 

at me with disdain and declared that he 
hadn't studied at Theological 
college for five years just 
to speak to a 

youth group! I also invited him to speak to 
my Bible class, or to join us for an evangelis-
tic outreach we were planning. He made it 
very clear that such activities were quite be-
neath him. This graduate sat for over a year 
waiting for ‘a call’ but was unwilling to en-
gage in evangelism during that time. "But if 
anyone thinks himself to be something, when 
he is nothing, he deceives himself." Gal 6:3.

Ministers who are too important
It was a similar shock during my military 
service when the chaplain arrived for a 
mid-week service only to turn around 
and, disgusted, declared: "I'm not going to 

waste my time with just a handful of 
people!" There were 80 of our 
company gathered in the hall for 
the service, but this dominee did 
not seem to think that we were 
worth his time. 

Most of the unit were still out on 
field practicals seeking to find their 

way back to base with compass and map 
work. Our 80 odd men were the only ones 
who had arrived back in time for the chap-
lain’s period. As it so happened, the men 
weren't keen to give up this break in our 
hectic training schedule and go back to 
drilling, so they started to shout for me 
(their resident religious fanatic) to come 
and present a sermon. I was a rifleman 
in training, just as they were, with the 

same shaven head and brown uniform. How-
ever, I gladly seized the opportunity that the 
chaplain had just scorned. What a poor testi-
mony that minister was to the men that day...

Humble and teachable?
If you wonder why your life is not bearing 
fruit, perhaps it is because pride has taken 
root and God is resisting you (James 4:6).
The Scriptures teach: "The humble He guides 
in justice, the humble He teaches His way. All 
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, to 
such as keep His Covenant and His testimo-
nies." Psalm 25:9-10. 

There is no doubt that God gives the 
very best to those who leave the choice 
to Him. The Will of God will never lead us 
where the Grace of God cannot keep us. The 
question is: “Am I humble and teachable?” 

Are you willing and available?
Often, after speaking on missions at various 
churches, I have some individual approach 
me and declare: “When I was young I made 
myself available to God. I said I would go 
anywhere He sent me, do anything He told 
me, but nothing! God never guided me. 
I was available, I was keen to go, but God 
never gave me the green light.” 

I find these testimonies unbelievable. 
By their account, their motives were pure, 
their hearts were fully surrendered, they 
were eager and willing, but the only prob-
lem was that God neglected to guide them! 
This kind of self-justification insinuates that 
if there was any fault it was on God’s side. 

Another phrase that I frequently hear 
which indicates dangerous spiritual pride 
is: “I won’t do anything unless God guides 

me!” When we get our priorities straight: 
"Seek first the Kingdom of God and His right-
eousness, and all these things shall be added 
to you" Matt 6:33, everything tends to follow 
from that.

“The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, and He delights in his way....” 
Psalm 27:23. The Will of God is no mystery 
for us to discover. He has made His Will 

abundantly clear in the Bible. "If anyone 
loves Me, he will obey My teaching..." John 
14:23. It is God's Will that we do restitution, 
return things that we have borrowed; re-
store property to its rightful owner. Repair 
or replace items that we have damaged, 

make right with individuals whom we 
have wronged. However, the su-

per-spiritual want specific 
guidance for every 

aspect of life. 
W h e n 

you 

i n v i t e 
them on an evange-

listic outreach they respond: 
"I will pray about it." When you ask them to 
a prayer vigil, they also want to pray about 
that. Generally such people don’t “feel led” 

to actually do what the Bible clearly com-
mands us to do, which is to pray to God 
and proclaim the Gospel to the unsaved. 
"Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 
and prudent in their own sight!" Isaiah 5:21.

Inconsistent faith
Do we receive guidance from God to shop, 
cook and eat food? Do we need guidance 

before we brush our teeth and wash 
our bodies in the morning? Do we 
need guidance as to whether 
we will go into work and 
fulfil our obligations 
each day? No, hard-
ly. It is not neces-
sary to receive 
specific guid-
ance for 
daily du-
ties, Bibli-
cal com-

m a n d s 
a n d 
personal 
respon-
sibilities. 
We are 

expected to use common sense and be dili-
gent and dependable in our duties.

"He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife.  
But he who trusts in the Lord will be pros-
pered."  Prov 28:25.

Suffering from spiritual pride
Spiritual pride is also seen in those who de-
clare: "I only read the Bible!" Of course, we 
must be Bible-based Christians. We need 
to be soaked and saturated in the Word. We 
should be like the Bereans who were more 
noble than the rest "… in that they received 
the Word with all readiness, and searched the 
Scriptures daily to find out whether 

Most Christians would not consider themselves to be pride-
ful, in that they do not appear ‘arrogant’ or ‘conceited’, yet  
those with false humility and spiritual bravado are as guilty.

“But He gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.’ Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw 
near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.”                                                                                                                James 4:6-8 

When you pull up next to someone and take pleasure in your 
newer car - you have pride. When you see a Christian back-
slide and raise your eyebrows at their fate...you are in danger.
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these things were so." Acts 17:11. 
However, to refuse to read good Chris-

tian books, discipleship materials and Bible 
study aids, is to stifle our Spiritual growth. 
“Have you heard the counsel of God?  Do not 
limit wisdom to yourself." Job 15:8.

We can learn from others
It is extremely prideful to assume that we 
can understand more of the Bible than 
the Church fathers, Reformers and faithful 
students of the Word who have gone be-

fore us. There are others who have more 
diligently studied the languages of Hebrew 
and Greek, the cultures, histories and geog-
raphy of Bible lands. It is extremely unlikely 
that any of us will understand the Word of 
God better on our own than we will as part 
of the worldwide Church of all ages. 

For the expenditure of a few hours we 
can benefit from lifetimes of study from 
some of the greatest Bible teachers in 
Church history.  Why would one want 
to deprive oneself of the Biblical 
insights of faithful servants of 
God such as Augustine, Martin 
Luther, William Tyndale, Heinrich 
Bulllinger, John Calvin, Jonathan 
Edwards, Charles Spurgeon and 
so many others?

"A haughty look, a proud 
heart and the ploughing of the 
wicked are sin."  Prov 21:4. 

The pride of Pharaoh
There are many examples in 
Scripture of God resisting the 
proud. The pharaoh of Egypt 
was proud and his arrogance spelt 

disaster for the Egyptian empire. The pride 
of Pharaoh led to complete economic, so-
cial and military catastrophe. After God had 
judged Egypt with the ten plagues, the super-
power of the world was crippled and never 
fully recovered. "Everyone that is proud in heart 
is an abomination to the Lord." Prov 16:5.

Pride comes before a fall
When King Nebuchadnezzar boasted "Is not 
this great Babylon that I have built for a royal 
dwelling by my mighty power and for the hon-

our of my majesty?" Dan 
4:30. God rebuked his pride 
and he was driven out from men 
and lived amongst the animals in the field 
until he acknowledged and honoured the 
greatness of Almighty God. "A man's pride 
shall bring him low" Prov 29:33.

Pride leads to catastrophe
When King Herod arrayed himself in royal ap-
parel and sat on his throne, "... the people kept 
shouting, ‘the voice of a God and not of a man!’ 
Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck 
him, because he did not give Glory to God and he 
was eaten by worms and died." Acts 19:22-23.

"Even so the tongue is a little member and 
boasts great things. See how great a forest a 

little fire kindles!" James 3:5. Of King 
Hezekiah the Scripture says: 

"his heart was lifted up, 
therefore wrath was 

looming over him 
and over Judah and 

Jerusalem."  2 Chron 
32:25. Clearly per-

sonal pride in national 
leaders can lead to na-

tional catastrophe. 

       Herod’s arrogance
Our Lord Jesus Christ 

warned of the danger of 
pride as He taught on the Pharisee who 
dared to come into the Temple and pray 
to himself:  “God, I thank You that I am 
not like other men..." Luke 18:11. In Rev-
elation Jesus condemned the church 
of Laodicea: "Because you say I am rich, 
have become wealthy and have need 
of nothing - and do not know that you 
are wretched, miserable, poor, blind 
and naked."  Rev 3:17.

The national religion of hell
Pride is the idolatrous worship of our-

selves. It is the national religion of hell. 
The first step towards hell is pride; the first »

Often in churches today we see ‘spiritual pride’ in full blown 
operation. From the congregation right through to the pas-
tors who have people pandering to their every whim...
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step towards Heaven is humility.  Pride thrust 
Lucifer out of Heaven, Adam out of paradise, 
Nebuchadnezzar out of society and Saul out 
of his kingdom. St. Augustine wrote: "Men 
ought to be ashamed of being proud, see-
ing that God was humbled for his sake."  DL 
Moody said, “God sends no one away emp-
ty, except those who are full of themselves.” 

Three tests to recognise pride
Oswald Sanders recommended three tests to 
evaluate how much pride we must repent of:
1.  The test of precedence: How do you react 

when another is selected for the assign-
ment you expected? Or for the office you 
coveted? How do you react when anoth-
er is promoted and you are overlooked? 
When someone else outshines you in 
gifts and accomplishments?

2.  The test of sincerity: In your moments 
of honest self-criticism you will admit 
many things about your own failings 
and weaknesses. But how do you feel 
when others say exactly 
the same things about 
you that you, in the 
sincerity of your 
heart, have 

recognised as true?
3.  The test of criticism: Does criticism 

arouse hostility and resentment in your 
heart? Does criticism cause you to fly 
in immediate self-justification? There is 
nothing that pride resents so much as to 
be rebuked. "The folly of fools is deceit.” 
Prov 14:8

Steps to defeating pride
•  Pray and ask God to reveal areas where 

pride has crept into your heart and life
•  Ask God to convict you point by point 

(Psalm 139:23-24) in His loving way
• Confess your pride to God and receive 

forgiveness for it. The righteous-
ness of Christ and the Grace 

of God empowers you (1 
John 1:9)
• Ask friends to point out 
the fruits of pride in you. 
Submitting to the counsel     

   

of others is a significant step forward to 
defeating pride 

•  Confess your sins of pride to those you 
have affected. Encourage a close friend or 
mentor to hold you accountable to living 
humbly and with a teachable spirit. Humil-
ity isn’t an emotion; it’s a decision of the 
will to think and act differently (1 Pet 5:6)

•  Encourage and serve others each and 
every day. Associate with the lowly. Do 
the things you don’t want to do; die to 
self and put down your flesh

•  Regularly study the goodness and great-
ness of God. Meditate on the Word and 
what it has to say about our Lord. Find 
your satisfaction in Him and not in your 
vain accomplishments. Live to glorify God 
and promote His Kingdom - not your own.

Take your pride to the Cross
God resists the proud but gives grace to the 
humble. In the words of Isaac Watts’ hymn:

"When I survey the wondrous Cross
on which the Prince of Glory died,

my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride."

Remember your war against pride is life-
long. It is not a battle won in a day. But as 
you faithfully put pride to death and put 
on humility, you will experience greater 
freedom and more importantly greater 
conformity to image and likeness of 

Christ. It is our priority to ensure that 
we are not conformed to this world, 
but transformed by the renewing 
of our minds (Rom 12:2). "The fear of 

the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and 
humility comes before honour." Proverbs 
15:33.

Repenting of your pride;  focussing on God and His great-
ness, and inviting a friend or mentor to hold you account-
able to living with humility, will help defeat arrogance.

JUIG! TYDSKRIF 38

ARROGANCE

CONFIDENCE

PRIDE

PR DE

DR PETER HAMMOND is a missionary.www.front-
line.org.za or email: missions@frontline.org.za 
To order his books or audio CDS call 021 689 4480

38 JOY! MAGAZINE

»

»

Subscribe  
to JOY!  &  
save 20%  

More than R40 million in bonuses
(cash discounts) were paid to members in 2010

Announcement of the NEW JOY! b-Smart card
Receive discounts on your purchases at:  

Shoprite/Checkers, Woolworths, Game... and many more!

Ware Lewe     Ware Mense     Ware Christenskap

JUIG!

JU
IG

! TY
D

SK
R

IF
Vo

lu
m

e 2   U
itg

aw
e 3

May/Jun 2010

R24.95 RSA (incl. VAT)     Other Countries R21.89 (excl. tax)

KOM, LAAT ONS JUBEL TOT EER VAN DIE HERE, LAAT ONS JUIG 
TER ERE VAN DIE ROTS VAN ONS HEIL!       (PS 95:1)

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 2

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 4

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 6

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 8

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 0

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 1

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 2

9 772071 191307

1 1 0 0 2

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 2

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 4

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 6

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 0 8

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 0

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 1

9 772071 191307

1 0 0 1 2

9 772071 191307

1 1 0 0 2

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

ISSN 2071 - 1913
ISSN 2071 - 1913

Waarheen isDIE NG KERKOP PAD?

Heiligheid
IN DIE HUIS

‘Kill the Boer’ KONTROVERSIE

Pornografie:BREINKAPING

Sommige
Christene is
PRAKTIESE
ATEÏSTE

Integriteit
BY DIE WERK

HEINZ & ALETTEWINCKLER

Selfdissipline
1860HERLEWING

o

Vo
lu

m
e 20   Issu

e 07

Real Life    Real People    Real Christianity

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 3

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 4

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 5

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 6

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 7

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 8

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 0 9

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 1 0

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 1 1

9 771992 199003

1 0 0 1 2

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 1

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992 - 1993

ISSN 1992-1993
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 3

ISSN 1992-1993
ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 4
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 5

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 6
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 7

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 8

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 9

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-19939 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 0
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 1

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 2
9 771992 199003

1 2 0 0 1

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 1

ISSN 1992-1993
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 3

ISSN 1992-1993
ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 4
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 5

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 6
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 7

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 8

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 9

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-1993

ISSN 1992-19939 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 0
9 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 1

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 1 2
9 771992 199003

1 2 0 0 1

9 771992 199003

1 1 0 0 1

R24.95 RSA (incl. VAT)   Other Countries R21.45 (excl. tax)

Seasons
IN MARRIAGE

Counselling
THE TERMINALLY ILL

JO
Y

! M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E JOY!
Communion
THE CUP OF LIFE

AUG 2011
“WHO IS IN YOU…YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN; YOU WERE BOUGHT AT A 

PRICE. THEREFORE HONOUR GOD WITH YOUR BODY.”         1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20

SILVER PLATED COMMUNION SET

WIN!

7 THINGS YOUR

TEEN NEEDS 

TO KNOW

OTHER PLANETS?IS THERE LIFE ON

DOCTRINE OF

THE TRINITY 

EXPLAINED

ENJOYING        EVERYDAY LIFE

JOYCE

2012

ValentinesCruis
e

Join our JOY! Cruise. See Pg 7 for details

’

Cash discounts are STILL possible these days....
JOY! b-Smart Card

The most popular National ‘Grocery and Insurance Card’ in South Africa

www.capeconsumers.co.za

Benefits to JOY! b-Smart Cardholders (pending a successful application)
•	 Annual	cash	back	bonus	of up to 5% on all your purchases
  2% Cash back at all SHOPRITE CHECKERS countrywide
 3% Cash back at WOOLWORTHS countrywide
  5% Cash back at GAME (Incl Foodco), ACKERMANS, BUILDERS WAREHOUSE, SHOE CITY, BATA, MEDI 

CLINIC, TIGER WHEEL & TYRE,  TRADE CENTRE, PEP STORES and many more
  6% Cash back on your SANTAM INSURANCE premiums (this is unique)
•	 Cash back on groceries 
•	 Money can be transferred onto the card at your convenience. This is not a standard debit card –  

Pre-funding possible, but no interest will be earned on credit balances (referred to as a PRE-FUNDED CARD)
•	 The card can be used as a normal ‘credit’ card 
•	 Benefit from interest free credit for up to 45 days

Some of our many purchasing partners

Membership fee* R6 pm option, i.e. excluding Assist Benefits

Terms and conditions apply
Call Cape Consumers on 021 409 7600 or sms JOY! to 32005 (R1 per sms)


