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In early Church history, suffering was 
the seed sown by martyrs to spread the 
Gospel of Christ. The dedication of the 

Reformers made the truth of the Word pos-
sible in every sphere of life. Today the work 
of brave missionaries make it possible for 
Christ’s love to reach the ends of the earth. 

Peter Hammond is a man with all these 
qualities: dedicated, faithful and brave. He 
is a tireless soldier for Christ with more than 

120 mission trips to war-afflicted 
countries for over 30 years behind 
his name. He is also a Christian his-
torian and responsible for keeping 
the Christian heritage alive and 
educating JOY! readers through his 
articles. We chatted to Peter about 
three decades in ministry.

Peter, for years you were 
an agnostic...
I was raised as an Agnostic and 
converted to Christ in 1977. I 
went to a cinema on a Sunday, 
expecting to see a film, not 
knowing that the local Baptist 
Church had hired it out for an 
evangelistic rally. This was the 
first time I heard the Gospel. 

As the preacher, Rev Rex Matthie outlined 
what Christ had suffered for us, he asked: 
“What have you ever done for Christ?” I was 
overwhelmed by a conviction of sin. 

I had done absolutely nothing for Christ! 
I had not even so much as thanked Him for 
the gift of life itself. I recognised that I was a 
selfish, guilty sinner well deserving an eter-
nity in hell. That very night I stood up, went 
forward, and made a public commitment to 

Jesus. Kneeling at the front of that cinema, 
I was not only converted, but clearly called 
to missions. In the 35 years since then I have 
never doubted my calling to missions.

You were in the army and your mili-
tary training has often helped with 
the dangerous mission trips you 
have conducted...  
When my military call up came I determined 
to use my two years in the South African 
Army for missions and evangelism. At the 
first chaplains periods I stood up and asked 
for permission to address the company. “I 
love the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart. 
I want to honour Him in my years here. If 
anyone feels the same and would like to 
join me for a Bible study and prayer fellow-
ship every night, please see me afterwards.” 
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Peter & Lenora Hammond

—interview by Jackie Georgiou
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PEtER’s FACt FILE
•	 Married: 22 years
•	   Ministry Qualifications: Doctorates 

in Missiology and Divinity 
•	 studied: Baptist theological 

seminary; Whitefield theological 
seminary

•	 Mentors: Rev. Doc Watson, Francis 
Grim, Professor Fritz Haus, Rev. Bill 
Bathman and Rev. Erlo stegen

•	 Number of Books written: 40
•	 Countries Ministered in: 34
•	 Founder and Director of Frontline 

Fellowship; Director of Christian 
Action Network; Chairman of the 
Reformation society.

Peter and Lenora with their children Andrea (20), Daniela (18), Christopher (15), and Calvin (12) 
The children all serve God and have excelled internationally with sport and academics.
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Fraser Cathedral in sudan was bombed 10 times

Peter is not only the contributing editor of JOY!, but also a 
missionary (in dangerous areas), Christian historian, writer, 
speaker and expert on Islamic matters and religion.

On the frontlines



That was the beginning of Frontline 
Fellowship. We met every night for 
Bible study and prayer, frequently 
praying through the night in prayer 
chains on Saturday nights. Soon we 
were organising evangelistic cof-
fee bars and film evangelism. Bible 
studies multiplied throughout the 
bungalows. Hundreds made public 
commitments and many lives were 
transformed.

It was while praying through 
Operation World on one of our 

Saturday all-night 
Prayer meetings 
that the Lord placed 
Mozambique heav-
ily on my heart: The 
least evangelised 
country in the 
Southern hemi-
sphere; less than 
4% of the popula-
tion were Protes-
tants in a Marxist 
country. 

We had experienced so many miracles 
of God’s protection and intervention during 
our military service. Now God was calling us 
to go across the border into communist Mo-
zambique and Angola, war zones, to smug-
gle Bibles, assist persecuted churches and 
to evangelise our enemies.

You’ve conducted 120 mission trips 
into Africa – often into extremely 
dangerous areas. Why do you have 
such a heart for this continent? 
Much of my early missionary work was un-
dertaken on off-road motorbike scramblers. 
Numerous times I rode from Cape Town 
through to Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
on, first a 250XL and then a 500XL, off-road 
scrambler, piled high with New Testaments 
and Gospel booklets. 

When there were no funds for fuel, I 
hitchhiked - over 140 000km. In Mozam-
bique I had the opportunity of screening 
the Jesus film to many thousands of Mo-
zambicans. We also had the privilege of 
baptising our enemies, FRELIMO, and em-
bracing them as brothers in Christ.

To reach Angola required swim-
ming across crocodile infested riv-
ers, later borrowing dugout canoes 

to fill with Bibles and Gospel literature to 
push across the river into Angola as we 
swam alongside. Mine fields had to be ne-
gotiated. On occasion we came under aerial 
bombardment. 

I witnessed numerous atrocities and 
documented the destruction of many 
churches. I’ve come under aerial and artil-
lery bombardment while proclaiming the 
Gospel in Sudan. Our mission base in Sudan 
came under ten aerial bombardments, in-
cluding from high-flying antanov and low-
flying MiG-23 fighter bomber jets. 

In the course of missionary activities I 

have been ambushed, shot at, beaten by 
mobs and imprisoned on a number of oc-
casions. This has involved being blindfold-
ed and beaten, thrown into stinking cells, 
many hours of interrogations, being wa-
ter boarded, with head forced into 
buckets of filth, suffocated and 
thrown into solitary confine-

ment. On one particularly dramatic 
mission trip I was leading a team of 
six American medical missionaries 
on a mission of mercy to Mozam-
bique. We were captured by com-
munist troops, flown by Russian 
pilots in Mi8-Hip helicopters through for 
interrogation in Tete, then by Soviet An-
tanov 26 military transport to Maputo and 
incarcerated in Machava security prison. On 
this occasion I had only been married for six 
months and Lenora was the only person to 
raise the alert and mobilise worldwide 
prayer and pressure.

You’re a Christian historian. Why 
is it so important for believers 
to know about our heritage?
It is absolutely vital that we know our 

history. Yet in so many cases we have 
found Christians uninformed about 

the tremendous battle going on 
and the severe sufferings many 

Christians are going through. 
This compelled me to write 
books that would speak up 
for those suffering for their 
faith and mobilise the 

prayer and pressure 
needed to bring 
them relief. Af-
rica is a conti-
nent in conflict. 
Christians are 
suffering perse-
cution, and in 
many cases they 
have said to me: 
“We are a hid-

den people fighting a forgotten war. Do the 
Christians in South Africa pray for us? You 
must be our ambassador to speak up for us. 
You must tell others of our suffering.”

The Great Commission is my supreme 
ambition. The Bible has the an-

swers for every area of life. 
We must win Africa for 
Christ. The the proph-

et Hosea declared: “My 
people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge...” Ho-
sea 4:6 

As communist Karl Marx 
declared, the first battlefield 

is the rewriting of history. 
Many have been rewriting history 

from a secular and anti-Christian per-
spective, robbing us of so much of 

our rich Christian heritage.
When I saw how many schools have 

been destroyed and how education had 
been set back, sometimes decades, by the 
severe persecutions and scorched earth 
prevalent in so many of the areas we were 
ministering in, I saw the need to take in his-
tory books. On occasion we sought out the 
original history book of the church in that 
country, and in other instances I personally 
wrote books that recorded Christian history. 

You are an expert on various 
religions, notably Islam...
One out of every five people is a Muslim. Is-
lam includes the largest block of unreached 
peoples in the world. It is the most needy 
and neglected mission field on earth. Islam-
ic regimes also make up some of the most 
severe persecutors of the Christian Church. 

Peter has been interrogated and imprisoned for the Gospel. 
He has faithfully served Christians in Africa for decades, 
smuggling Bibles and hitchhiking thousands of kilometres.
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the team smuggling Bibles into sudan. this nation 
has always been close to Peter’s heart

this DC3 is a veteran from the second World War; it helped transport the largest 
shipment of Bibles into a Muslim country. the ambulance was driven from south 
Africa and donated to the local hospital 

On their way to Juba

On the frontlines
for Christ!

Resurrection sunday at Fraser Cathedral, Lui, southern sudan

Peter training Chaplains in southern sudan

Near the battlefront in sudan
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For the last 30 years I have specialised on 
Islam, having the privilege of being trained 
under such authorities as Gerhard Nehls of 
SIM-Life Challenge Africa. I have debated 
Ahmed Deedat in the largest mosque in 
the Southern hemisphere and undertaken 
door-to-door evangelism in Muslim areas, 
been interviewed on Muslim radio stations 
and smuggled the largest shipments of Bi-
bles ever delivered to Muslim countries.

There were no Medical Corp or Chap-
lains service amongst the Sudanese Peo-
ples Liberation Army (SPLA) in Sudan, so I 
trained and equipped the first 50 medics 
and 70 chaplains in Southern Sudan. We 

have also conducted various training and 
equipping conferences. 

You have been actively involved in 

protecting the lives of the 
women and children... 
Returning from extended mission-
ary outreaches across the border 
I have frequently been shocked 
by the moral degeneration within 
South Africa. Recognising that the 
missionary sending base of South 
Africa was under threat, I saw the 
need to launch Africa Christian Ac-
tion over 21 years ago. 

Some of the highlights of Chris-
tian Action has been Operation 
Clean Sweep, where we persuad-
ed over 9 000 retailers to no longer stock 

pornographic publications. We also suc-
cessfully persuaded advertisers in Scope 
and Playboy SA to not support these 
anti-family publications to such an extent 
that they both went bankrupt and closed 
down. When Telkom’s 087dial-a-porn was 
launched we successfully mobilised oppo-
sition to this until it was shut down. 

We have mobilised and co-ordinated 
Life Chains every year since 1992, and 
Sanctity Life Sundays and National Days 
of Repentance, every year since the legali-
sation of abortion in 1997. Every Woman’s 
Day, for the last 16 years, has been marked 
with national outreaches in shopping 

malls, distributing thousands of balloons 
with pro-family messages on them and 

vast quantities of Gospel 
literature.

Regularly we have 
made submissions to 
parliament, and con-

ducted thousands of 
radio programmes 

and hundreds of TV interviews over the 
last 21 years.

Most importantly we have promoted 
Christian schools and home schooling and 
imported many Christian textbooks.

What do you feel is the greatest 
threat to Christianity?
The greatest threat to our Faith stems from 
the insidious effects of secular humanism 
and materialism which has corrupted and 
compromised so many professing Chris-
tians. The most severe persecution has 
come from secular states, mostly commu-
nist, and from radical Islamic regimes.

However, probably an even greater 
threat than these would be apathy within 
the Church. We need to know God and to 
make Him known. We need to be trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds and 
understand the times, knowing what the 
people of God should do. 

That is why we give great emphasis 
each year to conducting in-depth Leader-
ship Training courses. I feel life is summed 
up in this: “Only one life you will soon be 
past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” 

In sudan alone, Peter and his ministry have smuggled in over 
300 000 Bibles and Christian books in 22 languages. they have 
also trained over 780 teachers and helped establish 100 schools.
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On the battlefield helping Christian soldiers in sudan

the missionaries have swum 
across croc-infested rivers

For more information on Frontline Fellowship, or to 
support them financially please see: www.frontline.
org.za. Africa Christian Action can be contacted at: 
info@christianaction.org.za and his books are avail-
able from admin@christianlibertybooks.co.za. 

On the frontlines
for Christ!


