SKEPTICS ANSWERED SERIES

Skeptics of Christianity often question the doctrine of the Trinity.
The nature of God is at the heart of our worship and faith.

ecause the Bible clearly teaches that
the Father is God, that the Son is God
and that the Holy Spirit is God, Chris-

tians are compelled to accept that God is
eternally existent in three Persons.

Why is Jesus Christ God not man?
_During His ministry on earth, our Lord Jesus
“Christ performed acts that only God could

do. Christ commanded the forces of nature,

walked on water, turned water into wine
and multiplied a handful of food to feed
thousands (Matt 8:23-27; 14:22-33; Luke

in My Name, | am there in the midst of them.”
Matt 18:20

“All authority has been given to Me in
Heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptising them in
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that | have commanded you; and lo,
| am with you always, even to the end of the
age” Matt 28:18-20

2. Jesus is all knowing
“All things have been delivered to Me by My

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning

with God...

8:22-25). Jesus forgave sins (Mark 2:1-12).
He gave life to whomever He pleased (John
5:19-23) and raised people from the dead
(Luke 7:11-15; John 11:25-44).

The Apostle Paul taught that God pur-
chased the Church with His own blood (Acts
20:28). Paul also declared that the rulers of
this world had unwittingly crucified the
Lord of Glory (1 Cor 2:8). “For in Him dwells
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” Col 2:9.
In many ways Jesus demonstrated the attri-
butes of Deity:

1. Jesus is everywhere present
“For where two or three are gathered together
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John 1:1-4

Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father ex-
cept the Son, and the one to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him.” Matt 11:27

‘I am He who searches the minds and
hearts. And | will give to each one of you ac-
cording to your works.” Rev 2:23

3.Jesus is eternal
“Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, | say to
you, before Abraham was, | am.” John 8:58

“I came forth from the Father and have
come into the world. Again, I leave the world
and go to the Father.” John 16:28. “And now,
O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself,

with the glory which | had with You before the
world was.” John 17:5

4. Jesus is all powerful and sinless
“Then they were all amazed, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, What is this?
...For with authority He commands even the un-
clean spirit and they obey Him!” Mark 1:27

“So the men marvelled, saying, ‘Who can
this be, that even the winds and the sea obey
Him?” Matt 8:27. “For as the Father raises the
dead and gives life to them, even so the Son
gives life to whom He will” John 5:21

The holiness and perfection of Christ’s
life confirms His Deity. The Scriptures clearly
state: “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” Rom 3:23. Yet our Lord Jesus
Christ could say: “Which of you convicts Me of
sin?” John 8:46

5. Jesus forgave sins
The Old Testament makes it clear that only
God has the power to forgive sins, yet dur-
ing His earthly ministry the Lord Jesus for-
gave sins. To the paralytic lying on his bed
the Lord Jesus declared: “Your sins are for-
given you.” Matt 9:2

Jesus declared to one woman: “Your sins
are forgiven.” Luke 7:48.To the woman caught
in adultery Jesus declared: “Neither do I con-
demn you, go and sin no more.” John 8:11. The
very Name of Jesus means Yahweh Saves.
“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” Matt 1:21
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“When He had been baptised, Jesus came up... from the water; and...
descending like a dove...And a voice came from Heaven saying ‘This is

“..And thereis no other besides Me, a just God
and a Saviour; there is none besides Me. Look
to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth!
Forlam God, and thereis no other”1s 45:21-22
Both God’s role, and His Name, as Sav-
iour, are attributed to Jesus Christ in the
New Testament. Jesus claimed the power
to forgive sins (Mark 2:7-10; Luke 7:48) and
He is the Saviour of sinners (John 3:17; Acts
4:12; Gal 1:4; Heb 9:26). He raised the dead
(Mark 5:35-43; Luke 7:11-17; John 11) and
He gives eternal life to all who believe in Him
(Mark 10:21; John 3:16; 1 John 5:11-12).

6. He is the Eternal Judge
In the Old Testament Yahweh alone is the

Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was
made.” John 1:1-5

“For by Him all things were created that
are in Heaven and that are on earth, visible
and invisible...All things were created through
Him and for Him. And He is before all things,
and in Him all things consist.” Col 1:16-18

Christ as God is to be worshipped

Yahweh alone is worthy of worship and to
worship anyone other than the Lord God
would be the worst and most fundamen-
tal of all sins (Exod 20:3-6; Deut 6:4-16). Yet,
prayers are addressed to Christ (Acts 7:59;

God resides outside of time and space. He sits on the
Great White Throne. Jesus is at His right hand and the
Holy Spirit is at work on earth and in our hearts.

Judge (Dan 7:9-10; Psalm 99; Deut 32).

Yet Jesus Christ claimed this uniquely Di-

vine function in the New Testament (Matt
25:31-46; John 5:22-30).

“For we must all appear before the Judge-
ment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the bodly, according to what
he has done, whether good or bad.” 2 Cor 5:10.
(Matt 25:31-32; John 5:22-24; Rev 19:11-16).

The Trinity present at Creation

Yahweh alone is the Creator of all things
(Gen 1; Ps 33:6-9; Is 42:5). The New Testa-
ment reveals that “In the beginning was the
Word, and l:he Word was Nwith God, and the
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9:13; 1 Cor 16:22; Rev 22:20); doxologies are
ascribed to Christ (Rom: 9:5; 2 Tim 4:18; 2
Pet 3:18; Rev 1:5-6); Old Testament worship
passages are transferred from Yahweh to
Christ: For example: Is 8:13-15 in “Behold | lay
in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense
and whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame.”Rom 9:33

The disciples worshipped Jesus (Matt
28:17; Luke 24:52). When Thomas declared
to Jesus: “My Lord and my God!” John 20:28,
far from rebuking him, the Lord Jesus mere-
ly suggested that he should have believed
earlier. The Book of Revelation presents
the most unambiguous worship of Jesus

Christ: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to
receive power...riches...wisdom and strength
and honour and glory..” Rev 5:12-14

God is Jesus; Christ is Yahweh

The name of Yahweh is ascribed to Christ.
The sacred Name of God, YHWH, by which
God revealed Himself to Moses in the Burn-
ing Bush, occurs 7 000 times in the Old Testa-
ment. In the Greek New Testament Yahweh
is translated Kyrios (Lord). This exalted Name
of Yahweh is attributed directly to Christ. “If
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.” Rom 10:9

Certainly the title Lord of lords cannot
be interpreted in any other way that Jesus
Christ is God incarnate (1 Tim 6: 14-15).

There are many occasions where the
New Testament applies Old Testament pas-
sages concerning Yahweh directly to Jesus:
For example Ps 110:1 in “The Lord said to My
Lord, sit at My right hand, till | make Your en-
emies Your footstool.” Acts 2:34-35 (Rom 8:38;
Heb 10:12-13; 1 Pet 3:22).

Isaiah 45:23 in “Therefore God also has
highly exalted Him and given Him the Name
which is above every name, that at the Name
of Jesus every knee shall bow, of those in Heav-
en, and of those on earth, and of those under
the earth, and that every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” Phil 2:9-11

Of great significance is Jesus’ self-desig-
nations as the‘l Am’ (John 6:35; 8:12, 24, 58;
11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5; 18:5). These are deliber-

1 ate identifications with God's revelation of

Himself in Exod 3:14 as ‘Il Am’ When Phillip

There are more than 60 Biléle.passayes which

» mention the three Persons of.the Trinity toge-

ther. God in three Persons uniquely demon- *
strates aspects of His n u,re and, charq,cter.

the Heavens were open to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God

My beloved Son in whom | am well pleased.” Matt 3:16-17

asked Jesus to show them the Father, Jesus
replied: “Have | been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Phillip? He who has
seen Me has seen the Father” John 14:8-11.

When the Jews accused Jesus of blas-
phemy He responded: “.. believe the works
that you may know and believe that the Fa-
ther is in Me and lin Him.” John 10:36-38

The Holy Spirit is God
The Bible clearly teaches that the Holy Spirit
is God. “But Peter said, Ananias, why has satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?...you
have not lied to men but to God.” Acts 5:3-4

“..Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 2 Cor
3:16-17. There are more than 60 Bible pas-
sages which mention the three Persons of
the Trinity together. For example: “When He
had been baptised, Jesus came up immedi-
ately from the water; and behold, the Heavens
were open to Him, and He saw the.Spirit of
God descending like a dove that alighted upon
Him. And suddenly a voice came from Heaven
saying ‘This is‘My beloved Son in whom I amr
well pleased.”7 Matt 3:16-17

“For there are three who bear witness in
Heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Spirit; and these three are One.” 1 John 5:7

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one Faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you allEph 4:4-6

“But when the kindness and the love of
God our Saviour toward men appeared, not
by works of righteousness which we have
done, but a'ccording to His mercy He saved

us, through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour." Titus 3:4-6

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 2 Cor 13:14

God with us in human form

The very Names of Jesus (Yahweh saves),
Messiah (God’s anointed one), Son of Man
(Dan 7:13-14) Emmanuel (God with us)
and the Son of God, point to His Deity.
His uniquely perfect and sinless life,
His teaching — which is unsurpassed in
authority, clarity, insight and power. All of

the meaning of the Crucifixion, and the
Resurrection cannot be understood right-
ly without understanding the doctrine of
the Trinity. “And this is eternal life that they
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom You have sent.” John 17:3

God as Father, Son and Spirit

The glorious truth of the Incarnation is that
God has made Himself known personally,
specifically and fully by taking our human
nature unto Himself, by coming amongst
us, yet without ceasing to be the infinite,
transcendent and eternal God. God in
Christ has taken upon Himself the respon-
sibility and penalty for the sins of the world.

To better understand God in three Persons, picture
water in its three forms: liquid, solid, gas. Each has unique
characteristics. Likewise God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

this is conclusive, and the accumulative
proof of all these evidences of -the Deity
of Christ is overwhelming. The empty
tomb, the eyewitness accounts of those
hundreds who saw Jesus alive again (1 Cor
15:4-8), the transformation of the disciples
and even the existence of the Church
worldwide, can only support the Biblical
claims for the Deity of Christ!

The Trinity can.also be seen in Isaiah’s
vision of the Lord. In Isaiah 6 the angels
were singing: “Holy! Holy! Holy!"is the Lord
of Hosts.” The Deity of Christ, the Incarna-
tion, the personality of the Holy Spirit,
regeneration, justification, sanctification,

The Incarnation reveals the reality, depth
and costly nature of His love, holiness, jus-
tice and mercy. Jesus is the eternal Son of
God, who became incarnate to reveal God
to us and to reconcile us to Himself. He is
the second Person of the Trinity. God re-
vealed in human form.

We cannot worship God without ac-
knowledging the Deity of His Son, Jesus
Christ, and His Holy Spirit. =
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