FEATURE m

UROPE’S

he secularisation and paganisa-
Ttian of large sections of Europe is

tragic. There are surprisingly dy-
namic pockets of spiritual vitality and life
amidst the general atheism and heathen-
ism, but the general picture in Europe is
of spiritual decline.

Missionary powerhouse

In 1900, Evangelicals in Europe consti-
tuted 45% of the world's Evangelicals.
Mow less than 4% of all Evangelicals in
the world are in Europe. The 19" Century
was the greatest century of missionary
advance. It was a century of astounding

inventions and of spectacular advances
in technology. Many countries in Europe
experienced dynamic spiritual revivals.
Christian missionaries from Europe won
whole tribes and nations to Christ, in the
remotest regions of the globe. For over a
thousand years, Europe had been Chris-
tendom - the heartland and stronghold of
Christian civilisation. The 19" Century wit-
nessed such staggering growth in num-
bers, productivity, power and wealth, that
maost would have imagined that Europe
would have continued to dominate the
globe for centuries to come. The optimism
which had prevailed in the 19" Century

HOSTILITY TO CHRISTIANITY

—by Peter Hammond

gave way to profound pessimism after the
First World War.

Devastation and pessimism
However, World War | shattered Europe.
An entire generation of young men died
in brutal trench warfare. 1914 marked
the end of the greatest century of Chris-
tian advance and the beginning of what
proved to be the worst century of per-
secution. The consequences of the First
Waorld War continues to have far-reach-
ing repercussions to this present day.
Of the 60 million European soldiers who
were mobilised from 1914 to 1918, over »




CHRISTOPHOBIA: A RISING
THREAT ACROSS EUROPE

Today, Christians in Britain are speak-
ing of a Christophobia, where an irra-
tional hatred and fear of Christianity
is increasing. Church buildings have
been vandalised with anti-Christian
graffiti on the walls and property
looted. British Hotel and Bed and
Breakfast owners have been sued and
fined for refusing accommodation to
homosexual partners.

Street preachers have been arrest-
ed for proclaiming what God's Word
says about perversion, The margin-
alisation of Christians and legal limi-
tations on them is increasingly being
recognised as a serious problem. Even
Queen Elizabeth Il has spoken out
against this ominous trend.

From hate crimes to legal restric-
tions, arrests and lawsuits, freedom of

religion, freedom of expres-

sion and freedom of
conscience are un-
der severe stress
in most of Eu-

rope.

9 million were killed, 7 million permanently
disabled and 15 million seriously injured.

Retreat from victory

At the first World Missions Conference, in
Edinburgh, in 1910, delegates were antici-
pating the completion of the Great Com-
mission within their generation. No one in
1910 would have anticipated the whole-
sale abandonment of entire nations to
communism, false religion and heathen-

pled, or seriously injured, was the damage
to the spiritual life of Europe. Europe went
from being a majority-church-attending
population to a continent where most
people do not go to any church.

Revolution

The secularisation of Europe and the moral
breakdown coincided with a great resur-
gence of revolutionary fervour and Marx-
ist communism which filled the vacuum

For centuries Europe was the epi-centre of Christendom.
Europe was a bastion of truth, righteousness and justice.
It was the powerhouse of the world.

ism. Nor would anyone have predicted
that the Church would retreat from victory
to such an extent that they would even be
questioning the existence of the devil, or
hell, or reinterpreting marriage to include
what God in the Bible describes as perver-
sion and an abomination.

Secularism

The cataclysmic conflict of the First World
War has to be recognised as one of the
most tragic and senseless conflicts in his-
tory. Even more devastating than the
actual numbers of the people killed, crip-

left by the collapse of the Russian Empire
and emergence of many new countries in
Eastern Europe.

The de-Christianisation and secularisa-
tion of Europe was not only unprecedent-
ed in its scope and speed, but would have
been unthinkable before the First World
War. Secial Darwinism had become popu-
lar amongst most governments in Europe.,
This thinking emphasised the importance
of armed struggle between nations as
healthy and necessary for progress and
evolution. In the wake of the two World
Wars, many came to speak of a post-Chris-

tian era. Wars and revolutions through the
entire world led to disorder and Christian-
ity was generally marginalised.

Unethical compulsion

Medical staff have been placed under
extraordinary pressure to participate in
procedures which they are convinced are
unethical, such as sterilisations, euthana-
sia and abortions. Many European Union
States do not provide for conscientious

The Europe of today is hostile to Christ,
blatantly discriminatory toward believers
and extremely sceptical of the Bible.

objection for medical personnel. Many
midwives, doctors, nurses and pharma-
cists are being placed under unbearable
pressure to go against their conscience. In
France, pharmacists are being compelled
by law, to sell abortion drugs.

Desecration and hatred

Churches and cemeteries in Spain and
France have been desecrated and van-
dalised by Muslim immigrants. In Norway
many historic Christian churches have
been burned down by arsonists. Black
metal fans have declared war on Christi-
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anity and a prominent black metal band  nalists
Burzum, produced an album entitled
Aske (Ashes) with a picture of the charred
remnants of this famous Viking Church.

thoughtlessly
and hastily welcomed
this anti-Christian fanat-
ic as a “Christian funda-
mentalist” In many cases
Hypocrisy and extremism this is the same media
One example is how Morwegian mass mur-  that refuses to identify the
derer, Anders Breivik, was instantaneously  terrorists inspired by ls-
and falsely labelled a lamic Jihad as Muslim
“Christian fundamental- | . fanatics.

ist" by media world- ik ik 3 '
' At | ¥ Fired for prayer
2864 year old Dr David
Ml Drew, who for 40 years
had been a senior
Medical Director »
_ i

1
wide. There was :
absolutely no ev- |
idence of this. In
fact, his own writ-
ings on the web |
made it clear that |
he rejected Chris- g
tianity. Yet anti- 8
Christian  preju-
dices needed a
Christian equiva-
lent to Muslim
terrorism. Al
too many jour-
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at the hospital, was dismissed for emailing a
prayer which he thought would be inspira-
tional to his colleagues. The offensive prayer
was: “Teach us Good Lord to serve as You
deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to
fight and not to head the wounds, to toil and
not to seek for rest, to labour and not to ask
for any reward, save that of knowing we do
Your Wil

ring to dates by BC (before Christ) or AD
{Anno Domini), but to what they call reli-
giously neutral terms of BCE (Before Com-
mon Era) and CE (Common Era).
Although British Airways allows mem-
bers of other religions special status for
religious garments, such as the Muslim
Hijab, the Sikh turban, or Kara bracelet,
Christian employees have been forbidden
to wear crosses which they claim breach
BA's uniform code.

Anti-Christian Bias
British member of parliament, David

&4 claims of secular campaigners that Chris-

Double standards
The head of the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC), Mark Thompson, admit-
ted that Christianity is treated with far less
sensitivity than other religions, because “it
is pretty broad-shouldered.” He said that
is because other faiths have a very close
identity with ethnic minorities and they
have to consider the possibilities of “vio-
lent threats” instead of polite complaints,
which is more commeon from Christians.
The BBC has also been criticised for its
“senseless hypocrisy” in no longer refer-
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tianity has been the cause of the world’s

worst historical crimes by pointing out
that it was, in fact, ideologically atheist
regimes that committed the very worst
atrocities throughout the 20" Century. He
also pointed out that Christians are facing
increasing persecution at the hands of ag-
gressive secularism:

“In the United Kingdom, the policy seems
to be that people can do whatever they like
against Christianity - criticise it or blaspheme
the Mame of Christ - as long as they do not
insult Islarn. It is sad because this country is
based on civil and religious liberty for all”

He catalogued numerous cases where
British Christians who publicly object to
homosexuality, sex education and abor-
tion, or who simply try to share their faith
with others, have faced prosecution.

A Deafening Silence

Yet the British government remains mostly
silent about the massacres of thousands of
Christians at the hands of Muslim militants
in Northern Migeria, in Ethiopia, in Sudan
and in Pakistan. Christianity is completely
outlawed in many Arab States, including Ku-
wait, Syria, Yemen and Saudi Arabia. The fact

is, secular humanism is the most destructive
religion of all time and the most intolerant.

Europe for Christ

Europe today must be one of the most
spiritually needy continents on earth. The
Church is called to be “a house of prayer for
all nations.” Are you, your family and your
congregation praying regularly for Chris-
tians suffering intolerance and discrimi-
nation in Europe? Pray that the Lord will
thrust out labourers into His harvest field
to win this continent back to Christa
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